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 Jesus said, “Come, follow me and I will make 

you fishers of men”  (Mark 1:17). 
 

A Newsletter of what God A Newsletter of what God A Newsletter of what God A Newsletter of what God 
is doing in Recife, Brazilis doing in Recife, Brazilis doing in Recife, Brazilis doing in Recife, Brazil    

JUNE 2007:  OUR FIRST NEWSLETTER! 
 

We want to start off this first newsletter by giving the Lord God Almighty glory and thanks for how He has 
shown us His favor and blessing. We also want to thank Him for our co-partners:  
Cloverdale church of Christ, Searcy, Ark. (overseer) 
Harpeth Hills church of Christ, Brentwood, Tenn. 
Jefferson Ave church of Christ, Cookeville, Tenn. 

Granny White church of Christ, Nashville, Tenn. 
Hendersonville church of Christ, Hendersonville, Tenn. 

 

We also want to thank God for our teammates, the Boa Vista congregation here in Recife, Mike and Aureni Pruitt, 
and Verlan and Telma Manor (currently on extended furlough) for their help. Most of all, thanks to YOU for your 
prayers! Prayer is the POWER behind missions! 

“Like cold water to a weary soul is good news from a distant land” (Proverbs 25:25). I love that proverb! We 
indeed have much good news to share with you. God has blessed us tremendously since our arrival in Recife, 
Brazil, on June 5. This is the first of what we pray will be many newsletters that will communicate what God is 
doing in Recife. Hope you like the title; Teresa came up with that one. We are fishing for souls here on the coast!  
We hope to have the newsletters on the website and to get the “bugs” worked out by next month. We don’t have 
internet at the apartment yet!   

WHAT HAS GOD DONE THIS MONTH? 

We TRULY have felt your prayers!!! We also have felt God’s favor from the moment we arrived in Brazil. For 
example, we walked through customs with 15 pieces of luggage with no problems whatsoever (that’s very 
unusual). Upon arrival in Recife, we stayed at Verlan Manor’s apartment (who is on furlough at the moment).  
We were blessed to share Verlan’s house with Matthew Hale, who is living there and doing an excellent job as a 
two-year apprentice from the AIM program in Lubbock, Texas.   

I want to share with you how God has answered prayers (yours and ours!). Just listen to this! 

• The day after we got here, we found a great school for Sara: Colegio de Agnes. It is a Presbyterian private 
school from preschool all the way to 12th grade.  Some of our teammates recommended it highly. It is 
Portuguese-speaking. Sara will do fine and will know more language than I do probably by September.  
She will wear a uniform, and she starts the first week of August. She is soooo excited! Sara is adjusting 
well here.   

• When you arrive here, you are supposed to register with the Federal Police and get your Numero de 
Registro Nacional de Estrangiero (RNE number for foreigners). Our 
teammate, Mike, could not believe it as he said it normally is a big hassle 
and takes several weeks. We got it in less than a week! 

• In less than two weeks, we had an apartment in an area of Recife called 
Gracas (right across from Verlan’s apartment and down the road from 
the Pruitts). We join where most people in Recife live: skyscraper 
apartments! We are about a 20-minute walk from the Boa Vista church.  
It is on the eleventh floor. It is a three-bedroom with a small office. It’s 
less than two years old and is very nice. The Father has blessed us with 
such a great place!   

• This past week, we got our CPF number (Brazilian tax and social 
security number; very necessary if you are going to do/buy anything in 
Brazil). Normally, it takes about a month to get; we got ours in less than 
a week! 

Our Apartment   

Building 



SPIRITUAL DARKNESS 

While Brazil is much better off economically than Africa, the dividing line between rich and poor is a wide one 
here. Over 70 percent are poor and struggling to survive. Over 40 percent of those live in squatter settlements. I 
was told that the average income is approximately $190 a month! Many people work two jobs to make ends meet.   

The Pope has boasted that Brazil has the highest percentage of Catholics in the world (over 90 percent claim 
Catholicism, but only 13 percent actually go). But, the evangelical church is growing very fast. However, there is 
a deeper element here: felt needs that are not being met. As an outsider, it will take years to understand. I really 
long to understand Brazilian culture and their worldview. We have so much to learn and understand! Here are 
some examples of the spiritual darkness that is in this city and why we need to share the precious Gospel here in 
Recife:  

1. Teresa was talking with two men in our apartment complex who told her that they were followers of 
Kardecism, a higher form of spiritism for the rich. Candomble and Umbanda are lower forms of spiritism 
generally for the middle class and poor. 

2. Teresa, Sara, and I were in a government office one day, and this older woman who was in line with us 
said to Teresa, “You know, your daughter should be wearing a fig on her finger and to eat it in order to 
protect her from others “looking at her with evil intentions” (aka, the evil eye!). My jaw dropped. I 
remember Tanzanian witchcraft being centered around protection from ancestors, but Satan has a 
different form of the same old garbage here in Brazil! We have so much to learn here! 

3. There are two holidays celebrated in northern Brazil this month: St. John’s Day (Sao Joao) and St. Peter’s 
Day (obviously Catholic!).  Anyway, we were here last year when St. John’s Day came, and I remember 
going out to a Christian’s house and seeing all of the fires on the sides of the streets.   

I need to do much more research on both of these holidays, but here is what I understand about St. John’s Day: 
According to tradition (not Scripture), after Elizabeth gave birth to John the Baptist, she lit a fire to let her relative 
Mary know that she had given birth. Supposedly, Catholics in Brazil believe that when you light the fire by your 
house, the smoke takes evil spirits away. I know absolutely nothing about St. Peter’s Day, other than our house 
smelled like smoke all evening from the bonfires they built!   

 

THINGS I’VE LEARNED THIS MONTH 

1. God is faithful (Deus e fiel!) and is in the details of life! 
2. Recife is one huge city (4 ½ million strong) that has enough work left for three lifetimes! 
3. My wife speaks good Portuguese! Teresa humbly told me before we came here that her Portuguese was 

“rusty” and that she might need a teacher to brush up. Just about everyone she talks to says, “Are you 
Brazilian? Your Portuguese is good!” I joke with her that God has given her the gift to speak in tongues 
(languages, that is!). 

4. Brazilians, generally, seem to be extremely warm and hospitable people. 
5. There is no other place in the world that has better coffee than Brazil. 
6. Brazilians like football and fireworks (in that order)! 
7. I am the only one who sweats! It is winter here (no kidding; we are below the equator!) with an average 

low of 80 degrees! I can’t imagine what Christmas will be like?!?  When I left, I was 260 pounds (Porky!  
Cloverdale fed us well!), but the weight is starting to come off here! 

8. Bull tongue, chicken hearts, and coconut water taste good! 
9. Brazilians love children, especially Sara! Wherever we go, Brazilian women give her a kiss and say to 

her, “Voce e linda!” (You are beautiful!).  But, especially at the Boa Vista church, the Christians have 
given Sara a very warm reception!!!!! 

10. We can’t stop drinking tea first thing in the morning! That Tanzanian influence! 
11. Brazilians like speed! We have been in a few taxi cabs where prayer was extremely necessary! We are 

looking forward to purchasing a Fiat soon! 
12. God doesn’t call the qualified; He qualifies the called! We are so weak; He is so strong! 



 

SARA’S CORNER! 

 

We have a new member of the family!  A pet goldfish named 
“Nemo.” We were at a store with some of Teresa’s close friends, 
and one of the ladies took Sara into a toy store. A little while 
later, she came out with a bag and proudly displayed her new 
friend! She feeds Nemo every morning. Here are some other 
things that she wants you all to know about:  

 
 
 
 

� Sara has become quite the computer nut (is this child REALLY only 3 years old?!?!?!). For Christmas last 
year, my father bought her some excellent preschool computer CDs to help her with her education. She is 
using our old dinosaur we had in Tanzania, a Toshiba laptop, and is learning her letters. In preschool last 
year in Nashville, she learned how to use a mouse on a computer. She has really taken an interest in these 
CDs and is doing a great job operating her computer by herself! Such an independent spirit! 

� Sara has learned how to blow bubbles with bubble gum (apparently, THIS is a big deal)!   
� She also is very proud of the fact that she can jump by herself into the pool’s shallow end and can go 

under the water! Believe it or not, she is learning how to “doggy paddle” and is almost flying solo! Her 
bathing suit is like a life vest, but I think I was scared to death of the water when I was three! I learned 
how to “doggy paddle” when I was six! 

 

GOALS FOR JULY! 

1. Start Portuguese lessons July 1 four days a week, focusing on the principle “Learn a little, use a lot!” I 
have two different teachers that I’m trying out: Winston and Raphael. 

2. In order to practice Portuguese, Teresa and I are planning to visit some of the members from Boa Vista 
who have strayed away from the Lord.   

3. Another way to practice Portuguese will be to go with a friend to visit each member of the Boa Vista 
congregation. Teresa suggested that it might be good on occasion to even spend the night with a family. 

4. For Chris, to learn the bus system of Recife and the city itself (I started riding the bus this past week and 
it seems fairly simple, but I’m sure I will get lost! I waited over 45 minutes for the bus!). 

5. Begin understanding the present ministry structure at Boa Vista and visit some of the house groups. 

 

REFLECTION ON WHERE GOD HAS BROUGHT US! 

As I sit here sipping on my yogurt drink (Brazilians love yogurt!), arriving in Recife has caused us to reflect on 
where God has brought us: Teresa and I are just amazed at how God has worked in our lives these last 4 ½ years 
of marriage! One word can describe it: BUSY!  Just to give you a quick review: We married in Mwanza, 
Tanzania, August 8, 2002; we went back to the States to seek additional support; we returned February 2003 to 
Mwanza (four months pregnant!), ready to begin church planting; Sara was born August 8, 2003, in Nairobi, 
Kenya; after starting three churches and training three evangelists, returned home December 2005; missionary in 
residence at Lipscomb University in Nashville all of 2006; preached for a rural congregation (Ivy Point church of 
Christ) for 2 ½ months (my parents-in-law go there!); visited Brazil June and July 2006;  prayed, interviewed, and 
God provided us our co-partners along with an overseeing church by January 2007; we were blessed to bond with 
our new overseer, Cloverdale in Searcy, Arkansas, from late January until we left in late May 2007…..and now, 
here we are in Recife! Whew!!!  It’s all been God!!! The Lord has truly sustained us through each and every 
change, and we give Him thanks and glory! We hope to plant some roots here in Recife for a while!   



HOW YOU CAN PRAY FOR US! 

1. Thanksgiving for how God has poured out blessing after blessing upon us. We truly feel as if the cup is 
running over! We thank God for our smooth transition and for providing everything we need! Wow, what 
a way to start! 

2. For Sara, thanksgiving for her transition thus far, but continual prayers for her as she begins school in 
August and to help her build new friendships.  

3. Since Teresa knows Portuguese, it puts a lot on her plate as far as communicating the needs of our family.  
She has done a great job! Pray that God will continue to sustain her and keep her from feeling 
overwhelmed. 

4. Loosen our tongues to speak Portuguese clearly and precisely! 
5. Build authentic and strong relationships with Brazilians and with our teammates.  
6. Humility…to listen more than to speak. 
7. God will prepare us for what He desires us to do in Recife. 
8. Meekness (self-control over emotions) 
9. Continual protection from Satan over our health, marriage, and relationships here 
10. God will lead us to TRUTHSEEKERS! I have two people in mind that we’ve gotten to know this month: 

Marco, who is a guard at the local bread shop near our apartment, who is not a believer; Pimenteu, a local 
taxi driver who has helped us tremendously, who is Catholic. I am planning on getting World Bible 
School stuff into these men’s hands.  

11. Write us or give us a call! We’d love to hear from you! We love you all!   
 

Chris, Teresa, and Sara Boyce 

Rua das Pernambucanas, 315 (Apt 1101), Gracas 
Edf. Solar Romaguera, 

Recife, Brasil, 52.011-010 
Phone: 011-55-81-8895-0818 

Email: brazil4jesuschrist@yahoo.com 
New Website (still in progress): www.brazil4jesuschrist.com 


